Unrelated individuals matched for MHC extended haplotypes and HLA-identical siblings show comparable responses in mixed lymphocyte culture.
Extended haplotypes are specific HLA B, HLA DR, BF, C2, C4A, and C4B combinations in significant linkage disequilibrium in chromosomes of unrelated individuals. The possibility that matching unrelated individuals for extended haplotypes may match for the genes that cause mixed lymphocyte reactivity was tested. 22 of 26 unrelated extended-haplotype-matched subjects had similar mixed lymphocyte reactivity to HLA-identical siblings.